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SUBJECT: Attendance at Meetinge of 'I\;:ational Service-Related Organizations
PURPOSE: To provide guidance on attendance by military and civilian personnel at Private
organizations meetings. The following Army Regulations are the bases of this determination:
AR 1-211, Attendance of Military and Civilian Personnel at Private Organizations Meetings; AR
360-61 Community Relations; AR 210-1, Privete Organizations on Department of the Army
Installations and Official Participation in Private Organizations; AR 690-400, Employee
Performance and Utilization; JFTR, (Joint Federal Travel Regulations, VOL 1), Uniformed
Service Members JTR, (Joint Travel Regulations VOL 2), Department of Defense Civilian
Personnel; DOD 5500.7-R (Joint Ethics Regulanon, JER); and Private Organizations Reference
Guide (HQDA, Director of Management).

This point paper provides guidance for attending (at Government expense), me_et@_ngs of
» servxce-related professional orgamzatlons Such events include, but are not limited to, the 1997 -
annualrn_eetmgs of the Assocxauon of the Umted States Army in Washmgton, D. C 13 15
October; The Reserve Ofﬁcers Association in Kansas City, 18-21 June; the Retired Officers
Association m 'futsa, OK, 25-28 October; the American Legion in Orlando, FL., 29 August -4
September; the Veterans ef Foreigp Wars in Salt Lake City, 15-22 August; the
Noncommissioned Ofﬁcers Association in Nashville, TN, 3-6 July; Army Aviation Association
of America in Louisville, KY 23-26 April; and others.

AR 1-211 and AR 210-1 remain the primary regulations governing such attendance (See AR

360-61, Chapter 4, for speaking engagements). Decisions regarding attendance should consider

the following:
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a) Attendance at Government expense is authorized only when information gained will
substantially benefit the approving authority’s mission accomplishment. It should relate directly
to the member’s professional background or primary duties, represent a valuable training
opportunity, and improve the attendee’s value to the Army. Attendance should not provide
selective benefit or favor any individual, political organization, corporation, or commercial
venture. See JER, Chapter 3.
b) Government expense should be minimized by designating the minimum number of
participants (qualified to accomplish the purpose of the meeting and located nearest to the
meeting site) necessary to acquire and relate information from the meeting to other members of
the organization.
c) When attendance is authorized at government expense and the meeting is authorized
specifically in the travel order, authorized reimbursable expenses may include transportation, per
diem, miscellaneous expenses, and registration fees in accordance with the Joint Federal Travel
Regulations or the Joint Travel Regulations.
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