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Summary:   

ARL's Open Campus is a collaborative endeavor, with the goal of building a science and technology 
ecosystem that will encourage groundbreaking advances in basic and applied research areas of 
relevance to the Army. Through the Open 
Campus framework, ARL scientists and 
engineers (S&Es) will work collaboratively 
and side-by-side with visiting scientists in 
ARL's facilities, and as visiting researchers 
at collaborators' institutions. Central to the 
research collaborations is mutual scientific 
interest and investment by all partners - 
ARL's Open Campus is not a funding 
opportunity. The global academic 
community, industry, small businesses, 
and other government laboratories benefit from this engagement through collaboration with ARL's 
specialized research staff and unique technical facilities. These collaborations will build research 
networks, explore complex and singular problems, enable self-forming expertise-driven team building 
that will be well-positioned for competitive research opportunities, and expose scientists, engineers, 
including professors and students to realistic research applications and perspectives, helping to ensure 
our nation's future strength and competitiveness in these critical fields. 

Key characteristics of the Open Campus initiative are: 

• Open sharing of world-class ARL facilities and research opportunities for all partners, 
including foreign nationals  

• Synergistic relationships with the 
international, academic, and 
entrepreneur communities 

• Creation of flexible career paths in 
defense research that allow easy 
transition between government, 
academia and industry  

• Investment in and strategic 
sharing of human capital and state-of-the-
art facilities and technical infrastructure 
across government, industry and 
academia 

• Enhanced defense research environment that fosters innovation, collaboration and 
scientific/engineering growth and provides an incubator for rapid transition of technologies into 
products by entrepreneurs 

• Increased opportunities for technology advancement and transfer of research knowledge 



• Increased public involvement in defense research to create enhanced understanding of the 
value and importance of defense science, technology, and exploration 

Currently, ARL seeks to attract partners for collaborative engagement in our key S&T research areas of 
Computational Sciences, Materials Sciences, Sciences-for-Maneuver, Information Sciences, Sciences for 
Lethality and Protection, Human Sciences, and 
Assessment and Analysis.  

Why is this important to the Army? 

The current defense laboratory system was 
inspired by Thomas Edison's 1923 vision to create 
a great research laboratory maintained by 
government. But the gates and high walls that 
added post-9/11 security to installations are 
barriers to 21st century innovation. The 
opportunity for the Army here is to address the 
rate of technological change across the globe; 
increasingly sophisticated security threats to the 
warfighter; and funding constraints, with a more 
interconnected approach. 

Planning: 

ARL’s Public Affairs Office in close coordination with the 
Open Campus Program Manager undertook a year-long 
effort to build internal and external awareness of the Open 
Campus initiative.  The year-long effort would culminate 
with a Open Campus Open House showcasing the lab’s 
people, facilities and areas available for partnership with 
potential external collaborators.   

 Internal Communications – 
This involved a process by which all employees would be 
exposed to information generated by the public affairs office ensuring every employee was exposed to 
the concept.  Tactics included: 

• Articles 
• Stand-to 
• Director’s Weekly Messages 
• Program Manager Updates 
• Director’s Corner 
• Web development 
• Town Halls 
• Social media 

 
     Budget – There was no budget associated with the 
planning, development and execution of this 
communication program. The ARL Public Affairs Office executed the entire strategy using existing 
funding lines that did not initially include support for the Open Campus initiative. 



 

Every communications aspect was carefully considered and strategically developed to ensure a 
consistent narrative across all communications domains.  From senior Army leaders  to every employee 
to potential external collaborators interested in this initiative, the public affairs specialists across the 
entire enterprise coordinated every key message ensuring the right words were used at the right time 
to influence key decision leaders and to influence behavior and perceptions.   

Execution 

Beginning in January 2014, the ARL Public Affairs Office provided input to the program manager’s office 
and developed a communications campaign document that served as an overarching narrative to 
ensure instantaneous success across all medium and a 
clear, concise and consistent message. 

At the same time, ARL 
Public Affairs 
immediately developed 
content on its external 
website about this new 
initiative and completed 
several critical 
publications including 
Open Campus 
Opportunities and the ARL Facilities Book. These two 
publications served as external guides to potential 
collaborators on the unique capabilities of the 
laboratory and the areas where ARL is interested in 
partnering.   

During the months that followed, the Public Affairs Office coordinated with Department of the Army, 
AMC, RDECOM and others to distribute internally produced articles, social media postings and internal 
communications products aimed at educating and building 
awareness of this new concept.  The public affairs office in close 
coordination with the ARL Corporate Information Office 
published a series of articles on the infrastructure improvements 
that would be implemented in support of Open House.  These 
articles appeared monthly and included the following headlines: 

• CISD launches high quality VTC bridge throughout the 
laboratory 

• IT infrastructure behind Open Campus Concept enables 
full scale collaboration 

• CISD explores mobile computing for real-time collaboration 



• CISD says with wireless visitors will be able to "bring 
your own device" 

Additional articles released internally to the workforce and 
externally to as wide an audience as possible included 
editorials written by the Laboratory Director as well as over 
arching articles written to enhance understanding of Open 
Campus.  Headlines included:  

• Army Research Laboratory's Open Campus Initiative 
Joining researchers to encourage groundbreaking 
advances in basic and applied science 

• Open Campus pilot boosts collaboration for Army 
Lab 

• Collaboration Commons designed to enhance 
discussions amongst employees 

• Open Campus initiative fosters rewarding 
experience for guest researcher 

• Collaboration through the Open Campus initiative 
Stimulating research, innovation and technology 
infusion 

 
• Open Campus initiative brings natural language 

processing to cyber research 
 

During the 4QFY15, the ARL Public Affairs Office took it upon itself to create a comprehensive Open 
Campus website to serve as a central repository of news and information for ARL’s external audiences.  
This would allow linkages to ARL’s corporate website, but allow individuals to freely navigate through 
all Open Campus material in a single visit.  Also,  the public affairs office decided to enhance marketing 
of the Open Campus initiative, they would produce a marketing video that could be used as a tool to 
explain the intricacies of what ARL is attempting to do for federal laboratories.  (See enclosed video)  

In September 2014, the ARL Director thought it would 
be in the best interest of the laboratory to host an 
Open Campus Open House at the Adelphi Laboratory 
Center. This Open House would allow government, 
industry and academic partners to received first-hand 
information about potential collaborations and to tour 
ARL’s world-class facilities.  The ARL Public Affairs 
Office was charged with establishing the branding for the open house as well as establishing video 
streaming services, poster presentations, briefing support, main conference room support, website 
support and a host of other Open House support functions, including a quick redesign of the lobby to 
align the lobby with ARL’s new technology campaigns.   



The Open Campus Open House received late approval from 
the Army Materiel Command thus allowing for only a six-
week turn-arounds of deliverables.  However, from the Save 
the date, to the templates for posters and presentations to 
how the event was run, the Open House was determined to 
be a success throughout the research community.   Even the 
streaming reached potential partners in 28 states and many 
major metropolitan areas.  The Army News Service covered 
the Open House publishing an article that appeared on the 
DA’s hompage 
(http://www.army.mil/article/139968/450_scientists_visit_Army_Research_Lab__Open_Campus_/).  
ARL’s social media presence was also positively affected by 
the Open House. In the month immediately following the 
event, ARL’s Facebook page alone nearly doubled the 
number of followers.  Similar results were also evident on 
ARL’s Twitter account.    

From the initial Open Campus concept launching in January 
2014 to the conclusion of the Open House on December 10, 
2014, the ARL Public Affairs Office provided superior public 
affairs and communications support to the laboratory thus 
helping lay the foundation for a future that will enhance collaborative opportunities that will ensure 
America’s continued dominance on future battlefields and allow ARL to remain the nation’s premier 
laboratory for land forces.   

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 



Links
Articles

Army Research Laboratory’s Open Campus Initiative
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?article=2498

Open Campus initiative fosters rewarding experience for guest researcher
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?article=2506

Open Campus initiative brings natural language processing to cyber research
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?article=2532

Collaboration through the Open Campus initiative
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?article=2523

ARL’s neuroscience program successful example of Open Campus concept
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?article=2510

Video

ARL Open Campus
http://youtu.be/19R9eO5OGF8

Book

Open Campus Opportunities Book
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/2357/ARL_Open_Campus_Opportunities.pdf

Web Sites

ARL Open Campus Page
http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?page=2357

Open Campus Open House Page
http://www.arl.army.mil/opencampus/?q=Opportunities

Open Campus Web Site
http://www.arl.army.mil/opencampus/
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Collaborative research for transformative scientific discovery, innovation and transition that is critical  to national security.
ARL is building a 

science and technology 
ecosystem that will encourage groundbreaking advances in basic and applied research areas of relevance to the Army. It allows research partners - including foreign nationals - from academia, industry, small business, and government to work alongside ARL researchers at ARL facilities, and permits ARL staff to become visiting researchers at collaborators’ institutions. In addition to collaborative engagement in existing ARL facilities, future phases will include opportunities for partners to establish new on-site facilities on our campuses. sciences for maneuver

materials research

sciences for lethality and protection

assessment and analysisextramural basic research
computational sciences

information sciences

human sciences

It is widely acknowledged that innovation  depends on bringing multiple disciplines together to engage in collaborative projects that often yield unpredictable, but highly productive, results.   Formal and informal interactions among  scientists lead to knowledge-building  and research breakthroughs.  

Seeking 
Partners 
Now

”
“We will need  

new technology over 
the next 10 years to 
make a leaner and 
more capable Army.
GEN Raymond  
T. Odierno,
38th Chief of Staff, U.S. Army

U.S. Army Research Laboratory

Our pilot program will be centered in 

the Adelphi Laboratory Center (ALC) in 

Adelphi, MD and include ARL’s Specialty 

Electronic Materials and Sensors 

Cleanroom (SEMASC), a 15,000 square 

foot Class 10/100 cleanroom equipped 

to process novel materials and device 

structures down to nanoscale dimensions, 

and ARL’s Microsystem Indoor Testing 

Ground, an enclosed cityscape enabling 

experiments with unattended ground 

and air intelligent systems.

ARL’s Pilot 
Program

Make a 
Difference
Bringing together academia, 

industry, small business, and 

government for on-site R&D 

collaboration, enhances the  

Army’s research potential  

and helps expand our  

body of knowledge to  

maximize the potential  

to create the Army  

of the future.

Dr. Kainam Thomas Wong

Associate Professor  

Hong Kong Polytechnic University ”
“My research focuses on the  

theoretical aspects behind the sensors, 

and ARL allowed me the opportunity to 

understand the practical uses of the sensors 

by being able to speak with scientists and 

engineers whose main focus is how the 

technology will be applicable to the Soldier.  

It was so fulfilling to see how I could impact 

the missions of Soldiers on the battlefield.
For additional information on Open Campus, 

please view our webpage at:  

http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.

cfm?page=2357.

Specific collaboration opportunities and 

points of contact can be found at:  

http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/2357/

ARL_Open_Campus_Opportunities.pdf.

ARL seeks to collaborate 

with academic, government, 

small business and  

industry partners.

Cleared for Public Release September 2014

U.S. Army 

Research Laboratory

www.arl.army.mil



Event Tri-fold

10 DECEMBER 2014 
10:10-10:55 ARL S&T Campaign Overview Panel  Sciences for Lethality & Protection,    Mr. David Lyon Human Sciences, Dr. Laurel Allender Assessment & Analysis, Dr. Paul Tanenbaum 10:55-11:05 Schedule Explanation for Information Exchange Opportunities   Ms. Wendy Leonard,  ARL Open Campus Program Manager 11:05-11:30 Break 

11:30-12:15 Information Exchange Opportunities  11:30-12:15 – Unstaffed Poster Review 11:30-12:45 – Collaborative Mechanisms Q&A  11:30-12:15 – S&T Campaign  Collaborative  Opportunities   Sciences for Lethality and Protection,  Mr. David Lyon 
11:30-2:00 Lunch  
1:15-3:45 Information Exchange Opportunities  1:15-3:15  – Tours of Army Research Laboratory  (via bus to ARL)  

 1:15-3:45  – Staffed Poster Sessions  (Kirkland Center & via bus to ARL)      1:15-3:45  – Collaborative Mechanisms Q&A  1:15-2:00   – S&T Campaign  Collaborative Opportunities 
 Human Sciences, Dr. Laurel Allender  2:15-3:00   – S&T Campaign Collaborative Opportunities   

Assessment and Analysis,  Dr. Paul Tanenbaum 
3:30-4:00  Break  

4:00-4:30  Next Steps and Closing Comments   Dr. Thomas Russell, ARL Director 5:00 Adjourn 

9 DECEMBER 2014 
7:00-7:50 Registration and Refreshments  7:50-8:00 Welcome and Introduction  Dr. Alma Wickenden,  ARL Associate for Research 8:00-8:05 Opening Ceremony  Presentation of Colors   and National Anthem 

8:05-8:10 Major General John F. Wharton  Commanding General  United States Army Research, Development  
 and Engineering Command 
 

8:10-8:30  Hon. Patricia Falcone, Keynote Speaker  White House Office of Science & Technology Policy 
8:30-8:50 Hon. Ben Cardin, Keynote Speaker  US Senator, D-MD 

8:50-9:10 Mr. Gabriel Camarillo, Keynote Speaker Principal Deputy, Assistant Secretary of the Army, Acquisition, Logistics & Technology 9:10-9:45 Open Campus Model: Accelerating Innovation and Discovery at ARL and Beyond 
Dr. Thomas Russell, ARL Director 9:45-10:00 Break 

10:00-11:00 ARL S&T Campaign Overview Panel   Materials Research, Dr. Philip Perconti  Information Sciences, Dr. John Pellegrino  Computational Sciences, Dr. Raju Namburu  Sciences for Maneuver, Dr. Mark Valco 11:00-11:15  Schedule Explanation  Ms. Wendy Leonard,   ARL Open Campus Program Manager 11:15-11:30 Break 
11:30-12:15 Information Exchange Opportunities   11:30-12:15 –  S&T Campaign Collaborative   Opportunities    Materials Research, Dr. Philip Perconti 

9 DECEMBER 2014 
11:30-12:15  –  Unstaffed Poster Review 11:30-12:45  –  Collaborative Mechanisms Q&A 11:30-2:00 Lunch 

1:15-5:00 Information Exchange Opportunities  1:15-4:30  – Tours of Army Research Laboratory   (via bus to ARL)    1:15-4:45  – Staffed Poster Sessions    (Kirkland Center & via bus to ARL)  1:15-4:45  – Collaborative Mechanisms Q&A  1:15-2:00  – S&T Campaign Collaborative Opportunities   Information Sciences, Dr. John Pellegrino  2:15-3:00  – S&T Campaign Collaborative Opportunities   
  Computational Sciences, Dr. Raju Namburu 3:00-3:30   Break 

 3:45-4:30 – S&T Campaign Collaborative Opportunities     Sciences for Maneuver, Dr. Mark Valco 5:00 Adjourn 

10 DECEMBER 2014 

(Continued) 

7:00-8:00 Registration and Refreshments  8:00-8:10 Welcome  
Dr. Alma Wickenden,  ARL Associate for Research 

8:10-8:40 Dr. Robin Staffin, Keynote Speaker  Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Research & Engineering 
8:40-9:10 Dr. Kate Gill, Keynote Speaker UK Ministry of Defence 

9:10-9:40 Open Campus Collaborative Mechanisms Mr. Thomas Mulkern, ARL Technology Transfer 
9:40-10:10 Break 

(Continued) 

OPEN HOUSE 
Agenda 
December 9 & 10, 2014 

U.S. Army  
Research Laboratory 

ARL Mission 
Discover, innovate, and 

transition science and 

technology to ensure dominant 

strategic land power. 

Our Vision 
The nation's premier  

laboratory for land forces. 

U.S. Army Research Laboratory 

www.arl.army.mil/opencampus 

Plenary 

Session & 

Campaign 

Overview 

Sciences for Lethality & 

Protection 

Sciences for Maneuver 

Materials Research 

Collaborative Mechanisms 

Information Sciences 
Human Sciences 

Assessment & Analysis 

Computational Sciences 

Tour Pick-up/Drop-off Location 

Poster Locations 
Kirkland Center 

10000 New Hampshire Avenue • Silver Spring, MD 20903 
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Opening the ARL Campus 
 
 
The mission of the U.S. Army Research Laboratory (ARL) is to provide innovative science, technology, and 

analyses to enable full spectrum Army operations, now and into the future. To execute this mission, ARL 

leverages the substantial intellectual resource represented by the global academic scientific research 

community. Formation of a collaborative and transparent relationship with this community, with industry, and 

with small business through the Open Campus initiative offers the prospect for enhanced discovery and 

innovation, and effective execution of basic and applied research programs in a variety of technical focus 

areas of high Army interest. 

 
ARL’s Open Campus initiative is a collaborative endeavor, with the goal of building a science and technology 

ecosystem that will encourage groundbreaking advances in basic and applied research areas of relevance to 

the Army. Through the Open Campus framework, ARL scientists and engineers (S&Es) will work collaboratively 

and side-by-side with visiting scientists, including foreign nationals, in ARL’s facilities, and as visiting 

researchers at collaborators’ institutions. The global academic community, industry, small businesses, and 

other government laboratories benefit from this engagement through collaboration with ARL’s specialized 

research staff and unique technical facilities. These collaborations will build research networks, explore 

complex and singular problems, enable self-forming expertise-driven team building that will be well-

positioned for competitive research opportunities, and expose science and engineering students to realistic 

research applications and perspectives, helping to ensure our nation’s future strength and competitiveness in 

these critical fields. 

 
Currently, ARL seeks to attract academic, government, small business, and industry partners for collaborative 

engagement.  The document that outlines research areas of interest to ARL and provides specific 

collaboration opportunities and points of contact for each can be found at  

http://www.arl.army.mil/www/pages/2357/ARL_Open_Campus_Opportunities.pdf.  These research areas are 

represented in ARL’s Technical Strategy and include Computational Sciences, Materials Sciences, Sciences for 

Maneuver, Information Sciences, Sciences for Lethality and Protection, Human Sciences, and Assessment and 

Analysis. Each of these research areas focuses on critical challenges that arise in the extreme operational and 

threat environment in which the Army operates.   

 
 
For additional information, please view our webpage at 

http://www.arl.army.mil/www/default.cfm?page=2357 or contact the ARL Open Campus Program Manager, 

Ms. Wendy Leonard, at wendy.a.leonard.civ@mail.mil. 

 



Open House Special Guest Bios

Biography 

Dr. Robin Staffin 

  Office of the Assistant Secretary of 

Defense for Research & Engineering 

Dr. Robin Staffin is currently the Director for Basic Research in the Office of Assistant Secretary of 

Defense for Research and Engineering, where he has responsibility for oversight of all basic research 

activities throughout the Department of Defense. 

 
Previously, Dr. Staffin served as Associate Director of Science and Director for High Energy Physics at 

the Department of Energy's Office of Science, and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Research and 

Development in DOE's Office of Defense Programs. 

 
During the period 1998-2001, he served as Senior Policy Advisor to the Secretary of Energy for 

Science, Technology, and National Security. From 1993-1996, Dr. Staffin was Special Assistant to the 

Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security Policy, focusing on nuclear test ban policy, 

science-based stockpile stewardship, and nonproliferation. A physicist by training, he received his 

Bachelor of Science from MIT and Ph.D. from Stanford University in particle physics. 

Biography 

Dr. Kate Gill 1st Secretary Defence S&T Desk Officer UK Ministry of Defence 

Vehicles Group. Kate was instrumental in the stand up of the Dstl Airworthiness capability in support of the 

certification of military platforms including JSF (Lightning II) and Unmanned Air Systems (UAS). Kate has completed 

the UK Military Airworthiness course and has previously held CAA signatory responsibilities. 

 
Kate was the Group leader for Air Vehicles Group (AVG) in Air and Weapons Systems Department (2010 – 2012), in 

the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) which is a group of 70 scientists and engineer who deliver 

independent advice and guidance to the Ministry or Defence on aerospace related systems. Previously, Kate led an 

equivalent group delivering to the defence maritime domain. Kate has been a strong contributor to the in-house 

systems skills development programme and schools outreach programme, and is a strong advocate of encouraging 

education of engineering at all levels.  
Kate has had a long standing involvement in INCOSE and the UK Systems Society, as well as ongoing local 

contribution to the RAeS, APM, STEM and WISE. Kate currently contributes to steering groups with the UK 

Engineering Council, IET Professionalisation Panel and conducts CEng interviews for the RAES. Outside of Dstl, Kate 

has strong links with Loughborough University as supervisor on a joint Dstl/CASE funded PhD with Prof. Mike 

Henshaw and also part of the supervisory team for joint Dstl/EPSRC funded PhD on flight physics at Sheffield 

University. Kate has represented Dstl at a number of EPSRC (Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council) 

events. Kate is the UK MOD sponsor for two enduring US/UK exchanges as part of the Engineering Scientist 

Exchange Program (ESEP) program between Portsmouth, UK and Washington DC, US. Kate holds a Royal Academy of 

Engineering Visiting Professor post at the University of Kent in recognition of her contribution to collaborative S&T 

research. 
 
In previous careers, Kate completed a technical apprenticeship with BAE Systems at Warton, and worked on stores 

and weapons release and certification. Her weapons experience facilitated a move to the south coast and Vosper 

Thornycroft where she worked for nearly ten years on weapons and navigation systems on UK and Middle Eastern 

ships. Kate then returned to aviation with terms at Penny and Giles Aerospace and Meggitt Avionics, before a move 

to Boscombe Down Test and Evaluation concluding with a systems consultancy Business Group Manager role. In 

2005, Kate was recruited to Dstl as part of a team to enhance the delivery of defence Capability Management, and 

then moved into systems leadership roles in Naval Systems and Air and Weapons Systems. 

 
In terms of Kate’s personal development, her first degree was in Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering, 

followed by an MBA gained whilst working for Vosper Thornycroft. Kate has recently completed a Dstl funded 

Engineering Doctorate in Systems at Bristol and Bath Universities. This EngD has developed her research skills and 

has enabled her to publish systems papers in two journals, at eight conferences, and to chair two international 

symposia, which is a reflection of her recognition in the UK and US systems community. Kate is married to a Royal 

Navy Officer, and has two girls. 

Kate is currently the 1st Secretary Defence S&T desk officer working as part of 

the British Defence Staff (US) based at the British Embassy in Washington DC. 

Kate is on a three year secondment from Defence Science and Technology 

Laboratory (Dstl), having held the role of Principal and Group Leader with the Air  

Biography 

     

Major General John F. Wharton 

Commanding General 

United States Army Research, Development  

and Engineering Command 

 
Major General John Wharton serves as commanding general of 

the United States Army Research, Development and Engineering 

Command (RDECOM) at Aberdeen Proving Ground, Maryland. 

RDECOM ensures the dominance of Army capabilities by 

empowering, unburdening and protecting the joint warfighter 

through integrated research, development and engineering 

solutions. Wharton leads more than 14,000 researchers, 

engineers and support personnel. 

 MG Wharton was commissioned a second lieutenant upon graduation from West Point in 1981, serving 

first at Fort Hood, Texas as Main Supply Platoon Leader and Company Commander, 15th Supply and 

Transport Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division. In 1985, he transferred to the Dragon Brigade, XVIII Airborne 

Corps, Fort Bragg, NC, and later deployed to Sinai, Egypt, with Task Force 3-502nd Infantry, 101st Airborne 

Division (Air Assault). He became the first Commander of the Support Company, Logistical Support Unit 

with TF 2-504th Parachute Infantry Regiment (Airborne), 82nd Airborne Division. In 1986, MG Wharton 

assumed duties as an Inspector General to the U.S. Army Western Command (WESTCOM) at Fort Shafter, 

Hawaii. From 1992 to 1994 he was the Lieutenant Colonels’ Assignments Officer at the U.S. Army’s 

Personnel Command (PERSCOM), Alexandria, Va, then moved to Fort Drum, N.Y., as Battalion Executive 

Officer in the 210th Forward Support Battalion, 10th Mountain Division (Light). After deployment to 

OPERATION RESTORE/UPHOLD DEMOCRACY as the Battalion Commander (Forward), he became Chief, 

Division Material Management Center (DMMC), 10th Mountain Division (Light) Support Command from 

1995 to 1996. He served as a Joint Strategy Planner in the Logistics Directorate, J4, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

(JCS), Pentagon, Washington, D.C. until 1998, then took command of the 1st U.S. Army Support Battalion, 

507th Corps Support Group (Airborne), MFO, Sinai, Egypt. Following a second tour at PERSCOM as the 

Quartermaster Branch Chief, MG Wharton commanded the 55th Theater Support Command (AC/RC), 

Eighth U.S. Army. He led the CSA’s Task Force Logistics from 2003 to 2004 and was then appointed 

Deputy Commander for Futures, U.S. Army Combined Arms Support Command. In 2006 he became 

Director, Army Initiatives Group, Army G4, followed by Executive Officer to the HQDA Deputy Chief of Staff 

for Logistics, G4, Washington, D.C. In 2008, he deployed to Kuwait as Commanding General, AMC-

SWA/U.S. Army Central G4/CFLCC C4 for OPERATIONs IRAQI FREEDOM and ENDURING FREEDOM.  

 
In addition to his degree from the United States Military Academy, his education includes the 

Quartermaster Basic and Advanced Courses, the Inspector General's Course, the Command and General 

Staff College, and the Naval War College. He holds a master's degree in national security and strategic 

studies.  

Biography 

Dr. Thomas P. Russell Director U.S. Army Research Laboratory Adelphi, Maryland 
 

Biography 
  Department of the Army 

Dr. Thomas P. Russell is the Director of the U.S. Army Research Laboratory, the Army’s premier 

laboratory for basic and applied research and analysis. ARL conducts research and analysis in weapons 

and materials, sensors and electron devices, computational and information sciences, human research 

and engineering, vehicle technology, and survivability and lethality analysis. ARL’s Army Research Office 

executes the Army extramural basic research program in scientific and engineering disciplines.   

  
Dr. Russell's government career began as a research scientist at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, 

White Oak Laboratory, Md. He later joined the Naval Research Laboratory, serving as a research 

scientist and Head of the High-Energy Materials Section within the Chemistry Division. During his five 

year tenure at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, he held positions of Director, Chemistry and Detonics 

Division, Research Department, Department Head, Research and Technology Department and acting 

Technical Operations Manager. As Director of the Aerospace and Material Sciences Directorate (AFOSR) 

in 2006, he oversaw the Air Force’s basic research program in aerospace, chemical and material 

sciences. In 2010 he was tapped to become Director of the Air Force Office of Scientific Research. 

There he oversaw the management of the entire basic research investment for the Air Force; leading 

200 scientists, engineers and administrators in Arlington, Va., and foreign technology offices in London, 

Tokyo and Santiago, Chile. Russell has been a visiting scientist at the National Institutes of Standards 

and Technology, an adjunct professor at the Washington State University Shock Dynamics Laboratory 

and a part-time faculty member at Montgomery College. Dr. Russell is also well-known as an 

accomplished scholar and inventor, authoring more than 100 publications and inventions. His principal 

fields of interest are: energetic materials, decomposition/combustion chemistry, detonation 

physics/chemistry, high pressure chemistry/physics and spectroscopy. In 2006 he was appointed to the 

Senior Executive Service.   
Dr. Russell’s many awards include the High-Energy Materials Award, High Energy Materials Research 

Laboratory, Puna, India, Young Investigator of the Year, Research Department, Naval Surface Warfare 

Center, White Oak Laboratory, and the Independent Research Award (three time winner), Explosives and 

Warheads Division, Naval Surface Warfare Center, White Oak. 
 

Biography 
U.S. Senator Ben Cardin 

Maryland (D) 

 The Washington Post has said Ben Cardin has a “command of issues, proven integrity, formidable 

intellect and an unstinting work ethic,” and that he “is sensible, tough-minded and independent.”   

  
Senator Cardin has worked to improve the partnership between the federal government and the private 

sector. He continues to fight for an end to sequestration and a return to predictability from the federal 

budget and clarity in the tax code so federal agencies and businesses – big and small – can better plan 

and invest in their future. 

  
Senator Cardin is proud to serve on the Small Business and Entrepreneurship Committee where he 

concentrates on crafting federal policies that help small businesses succeed. He also serves on the 

Senate Finance, Environment & Public Works, and Foreign Relations Committees, all of which allow for 

integrated support for Maryland companies of all sizes, and their workers. 

  
Senator Cardin is committed to expanding business opportunities for Marylanders.  He authored 

legislation that increased the limit for surety bonds to $6.5 million, pushed a six-year extension of the 

Small Business Innovation and Research (SBIR) program, set limits to bundling that held back small 

businesses from prime contracts, and has cosponsored a number of additional bills that would extend 

low-cost loans to small businesses at no cost to taxpayers. Senator Cardin successfully inserted language 

into the Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 that requires federal contracting officials to complete small 

business training before receiving certification. He also added language to require federal agencies to 

report directly to Congress on contracting with veteran-owned, women-owned, and disadvantaged small 

businesses.  

  
Since coming to the Senate, Senator Cardin has sponsored numerous forums with Maryland’s business 

owners to discuss access to capital, the impacts of health care reform and federal procurement policies 

and challenges. He also has been traveling across Maryland to highlight homegrown businesses during 

his “Made in Maryland” jobs tour, which aims to draw attention to products and innovations originating in 

Maryland and having an impact on our region, our country and, often, the world.  

  
Senator Cardin was Speaker of the Maryland House of Delegates from 1979-2006 and represented 

Maryland’s Third Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1987-2006.   

  

Ben Cardin has been a national leader on health care, retirement 

security, the environment and fiscal issues as a member of the U.S. 

Senate and House of Representatives.  Senator Cardin was first elected 

to the U.S. Senate in 2006 and he was re-elected in 2012.  He currently 

serves on the Finance, Small Business & Entrepreneurship, 

Environment and Public Works (EPW) and Foreign Relations (SFRC) 

committees. In the 113th Congress, he has served as chair of the Water 

and Wildlife Subcommittee of EPW and he chairs the SFRC East Asian 

and Pacific Affairs Subcommittee. 

 

Biography 

Hon. Patricia Falcone Associate Director for National  Security and International Affairs Office of Science and Technology  Policy (OSTP) The White House 

Dr. Patricia Falcone is the Associate Director for National Security and International Affairs in the 

Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) at the White House. She was sworn-in on August 23, 

2012 following confirmation by the Senate. Her work seeks to strengthen innovation and technical 

excellence in support of U.S. defense, intelligence, and national- and homeland-security missions 

and to ensure technical matters are effectively included in ongoing policy and budget development 

processes.    
Dr. Falcone previously worked as a member of the professional staff of Sandia National Laboratories 

in Livermore, California from 1981 – 2012. She was detailed to OSTP from 2009 – 2012. As a Senior 

Manager at Sandia, Dr. Falcone was responsible for Systems Analysis and Engineering; earlier, she 

was named a Distinguished Member of the Technical Staff.  

  
She has served on the Board on Army Science and Technology of the National Academies, the 

Nuclear Deterrent Transformation Panel of the Department of Defense’s Threat Reduction Advisory 

Committee, and an Advisory committee at Princeton University.  

  
Dr. Falcone holds a B.S.E. in Aerospace and Mechanical Sciences from Princeton University, and M.S. 

and Ph.D. degrees in Mechanical Engineering from Stanford University. 

Biography 

Mr. Gabe Camarillo 
 Principal Deputy  

  Assistant Secretary of the Army 
Acquisition, Logistics & Technology 

In 2012, Gabe Camarillo was appointed to serve as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the 

Army (Acquisition, Logistics & Technology). A member of the Senior Executive Service, he is the senior 

civilian deputy to the Hon. Heidi Shyu, the Assistant Secretary of the Army (Acquisition, Logistics & 

Technology). As the Principal Deputy, he advises the Assistant Secretary and Army leadership on 

matters relating to Army acquisition, procurement, research & development and logistics. He 

participates in the development of policies, programs and processes for the execution of the Army’s 

acquisition efforts.  Mr. Camarillo assists the Assistant Secretary in overseeing the day-to-day 

operations of an organization with a 5,000 person acquisition workforce managing over 600 Army 

programs and contracting actions totaling more than $125 billion.  

  
From 2010 to 2012, Gabe Camarillo was the Special Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of the Army 

(Acquisition, Logistics & Technology), serving as a principal advisor to the Assistant Secretary of the 

Army on all matters under the Assistant Secretary’s authority. He coordinated significant decisions 

across DoD organizations and provided oversight on external communications and Congressional 

outreach regarding key acquisition matters.  

  
Prior to his appointment, Mr. Camarillo had extensive experience as a lawyer in private practice. As an 

associate at Akin Gump, LLP, he practiced complex commercial litigation, with experience in intellectual 

property litigation, business torts and contract disputes. His legal practice specialized in election law 

and campaign finance issues, in which he advised candidates, nonprofits and political organizations on 

campaign finance and government ethics compliance and represented numerous candidates and 

organizations in ballot access and First Amendment litigation. Mr. Camarillo previously worked as a 

legislative assistant and deputy press secretary for Rep. Calvin M. Dooley, who formerly represented 

California’s 20th Congressional district. His portfolio as a legislative aide included national security, 

military construction, and education and telecommunications issues.  

  
He received his law degree from Stanford Law School and his undergraduate degree from Georgetown 

University. Mr. Camarillo is currently an adjunct professor at Georgetown University’s Public Policy 

Institute.  
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