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G-5’s “Eye on AMC”

Army requests Comanche termination
The Army plans to cancel further research, development and planned purchases of the RAH-66 Comanche stealth 
helicopter.

Acting Secretary of the Army Les Brownlee and Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker told the Pentagon press 
corps late Monday that the Army’s Comanche termination recommendation to Congress is about getting the most bang 
for the buck for Army aviation.

“We have examined closely our resourcing plans for aviation and concluded that some of the capabilities those funds 
would provide are no longer consistent with the changed operating environment,” Brownlee said.

From a purely business standpoint, it makes a lot more sense to upgrade the capabilities of the current Army aircraft 
fleet to meet the demands of the contemporary operating environment with the $14 billion currently slated for the 
Comanche program versus getting the 121 Comanche helicopters designed for a different environment and a different 
enemy than the ones the Army faces today, Schoomaker said. 

That $14 billion represents about 40 percent of the planned Army aviation budget through fiscal year 2011.

From an Army News Service article

Register now for NATO Applied Vehicle Technology Panel meeting
Registration is now open for the biannual NATO Research Technology Organization’s Applied Vehicle Technology 
meeting slated for June 7-10 in Williamsburg, Va. 

This event is open to land, air and space vehicle technologists and program managers from NATO and Partnership for 
Peace Nations.

Papers will be presented from representatives of the U.S. Army as well as major defense contractors. In addition to 
many leading military vehicle technologists from around the world, Gen. Paul J. Kern, commanding general of AMC, and 
Elmer Doty, vice president, United Defense, have agreed to be guest speakers.

Check out these web site links for more information and electronic registration forms: 
http://www.ndu.edu/inss/DefHor/DH24/DH_24.htm and http://www.rta.nato.int/AVT.htm. 

Two AMC depots win three top environmental awards
AMC's Newport Chemical Depot and Anniston Army Depot have each earned honors at the Department of the Army 
Environmental awards.

Newport Chemical Depot won the Natural Resources Conservation, Installation category, while Anniston Army Depot 
won the Pollution Prevention, Installation and Environmental Restoration, Installation, categories.

This annual award is the Army’s highest honor for outstanding environmental stewardship programs, which are on the 
forefront of Army efforts focused on endangered species protection, historic preservation, waste reduction, 
environmental restoration, pollution prevention and environmental excellence in weapons system acquisition. 

Picatinny display firepower on Capitol Hill
AMC's Picatinny Arsenal participated in the exhibit "Serving America's Warfighter," on Capitol Hill Tuesday. 

The exhibit included many of the weapons systems currently being used in Afghanistan and Iraq and several Soldiers 
returning from there discussed their experiences using those systems while they were deployed. 

The exhibit included displays of the gunfire detection system, non-line of sight cannon, 40mm thermobaric cartridge, 
DragonFire II (automated mortar system), electromagnet gun, armed talon robot (operating prototype), future lightweight 
machine gun, ammunition packaging and logistics, taser stun gun, portable vehicle arresting barrier, nonlethal artillery 
munition, M211/M212 countermeasure flares, fuzes, small arms, and mortar systems.
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