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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, U.S. ARMY MATERIEL COMMAND

5001 EISENHOWER AVENUE, ALEXANDRIA, VA  22333-0001
                           REPLY TO 

                      ATTENTION OF

AMCPE-SG-O

SUBJECT:  AMC Smallpox Vaccination Policy


AMCPE-SG  (40)                                                                                                          14 Feb 03

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:
  AMC Smallpox Vaccination Policy

1.  References:  

     a.  Memorandum, Under Secretary of Defense, Personnel and Readiness, 13 Dec 02, Subject:  Policy on Administrative Issues Related to the Smallpox Vaccination Program (SVP), available at <http://www.smallpox.army.mil/resource/policies.asp?ste=milvax>.

     b.  Memorandum, Vice Chief of Staff, Army (VCSA), 10 Jan 03, Subject:  Army Smallpox Vaccination Program Implementation Plan, available at <http://www.smallpox.army.mil/

resource/policies.asp?ste=milvax>.

     c.  DoD Directive 1404.10, 10 Apr 99, Subject:  Emergency-Essential (E-E) DoD U.S. Civilian Employees, available at <www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/>.

     d.  DoD Instruction 3020.37, 6 Nov 90, with Change 1 dated 26 Jan 96, Subject:  Continuation of Essential DoD Contractor Services During Crises, available at <www.dtic.mil/whs/directives/>.

     e.  Message, Headquarters, Department of the Army (HQDA), 171037Z Jan 03, Classified SECRET, Subject:  (U) Army to Begin Immediate Stage 2 Smallpox Vaccinations.

     f.  Message, Headquarters, Department of the Army (HQDA), 140748Z Feb 03, Subject:  Army Authorization to Proceed with Smallpox Vaccination Program (SVP) for Army Civilian Employees. 

2.  The Under Secretary of Defense released guidance for the implementation of the DoD Smallpox Vaccination Program (SVP) on 13 Dec 02 (ref. 1.a.).  On 10 Jan 03, the VCSA released execution instructions (ref. 1.b.).  Further instructions are contained in the classified HQDA message of 17 Jan 03 (ref. 1.e.).  Implementation of the SVP for civilian employees is directed by the HQDA message of 14 Feb 03 (ref. 1.f.).

3.  The Army is now beginning to vaccinate certain individuals in support of the CENTCOM mission (ref. 1.e.).  Vaccinees will include military, Emergency-Essential DA civilians (defined in ref. 1.c.), contractor personnel providing essential services (defined in ref. 1.d.), and other select personnel identified in the Army SVP Implementation Plan (ref. 1.b.).
4.  The VCSA stresses this is a commanders' program with four components:

     a.  Identify personnel to be vaccinated.

     b.  Educate personnel prior to vaccination.  Education tools and applicable regulations are
available at <www.smallpox.army.mil>.  Team with local healthcare 


personnel for implementation, education, and oversight. 

     c.  Track vaccinations using the Army’s automated immunization tracking system, the Medical Protection System (MEDPROS).

     d.  Get personnel medical evaluation if they experience symptoms following smallpox 
vaccination. 

5.  Contracting Officers should review contracts to ensure they require smallpox vaccination for contractors identified in ref. 1.e. performing mission essential services in support of the USCENTCOM mission.  Contracting Officers will need to make arrangements with supporting military treatment facilities to vaccinate contractors.  Smallpox vaccine will be provided at no cost.  

6.  POC for this memorandum is LTC John Rowe at (703) 617-0239 / 9470, DSN 767-0239, or 

RoweJ@hqamc.army.mil.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

                                                                               //original signed//           
                                                                          GARY N. MATTESON

                                                                          COL, MC

Command Surgeon
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